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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

  

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Supt. Tom Luna (Chairman) 
 

CEO, IDAHO DIGITAL LEARNING ACADEMY 

Dr. Cheryl Charlton 
 

DIRECTOR, DEPT. OF ADMINISTRATION 

Teresa Luna (Vice Chairman) 

 

PUBLIC AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

Dr. Jerry Reininger Director, Information Systems 

Meridian School District 

 
Dr. John Miller Dean, Off Campus Instruction 

College of Southern Idaho 
 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

Shelly Sayer VP of Finance 

Premier Technology, Inc 
 

Jay Larsen Executive Director 

Idaho Technology Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Representative Reed DeMordaunt  
 

CHAIRMAN, SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Senator John Goedde  
 

MEMBERS OF THE JOINT FINANCE AND 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE (JFAC) 

Representative Darrell Bolz  
 

(Vacant)  
 

Senator Shawn Keough 
 

(Vacant) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOALS 
The 2009 goal of the IEN in Phase One was to connect sufficient high-speed broadband 
capabilities to every high school in Idaho over the course of the following three years. In Phases 
Two and Three, the IEN will work to connect middle schools, elementary schools and libraries to 
sufficient high-speed broadband capabilities as well. Concurrently, a statewide network was 
created connecting those schools and communities to education opportunities from around the 
state, nation and world. 
 

VISION 
The IEN is the statewide managed network solution connecting all public education institutions. 
It delivers equal educational opportunities for students and communities. 
 

MISSION 
The IEN connects Idaho schools and communities to create new opportunities for the 
empowerment and achievement of all Idaho citizens.  
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COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

The Idaho Education Network continues to offer solutions by providing access, collaboration and 

opportunity for students and communities across the state.  Access for students to take hard to find and 

dual credit courses; collaborations for school boards, administrators and teachers to explore innovative 

practices in curriculum and technology, and opportunities for communities to build on their educational 

programs for students, parents or community members.  The quality broadband network supports all 

districts and their individual needs while the video conferencing capabilities are limited only by 

imagination. 

 

 Access 
 

The 2013-2014 IEN Course Catalog has been mailed to each school that has an IEN 

video teleconference system.  It features wonderful courses such as the History of 

Rock which is a dual credit course from Ms. McMullin in Genesee.  The catalog is 

updated each month and posted on our website.  The catalog does not include the 

school consortiums that share courses - the consortiums include Meridian School District, Bonneville 

School District, the Upper Snake River and Bear Lake Consortiums, as well as several others.  An 

interactive map of IEN school locations and consortiums can be found on the website at 

www.ien.idaho.gov/resources/ien_map_consortium.html.  

 

The May 2013 issue of ISBA Slate Magazine features a student from Weiser High 

School – Nathan Eliason.  The article was written by the IEN’s PR and 

Communications Specialist, Kristin Magruder, and was subsequently picked up by 

Idaho Education News.  Nathan discusses the opportunities afforded to him via the 

Idaho Education Network gaining access to great teachers like Jason Torgrimson of 

Twin Falls.  Jason continues to offer his wonderful courses (see the 2013-2014 IEN 

Course Catalog) and Nathan plans to take Calculus II next year from Dave Gural at 

IDLA via their IEN system.  

 

 

 Collaborations 
 
The IEN continues to live up to the title of ‘Network,’ working with organizations inside and outside 

Idaho to increase opportunities for both educators and students.  The IEN staff has been busy 

participating in national conferences including a distance education conference in St. Louis last May. 

Brady Kraft will be presenting at ISTE in June and the IEN will have two sessions at the Idaho Association 

of School Administrators conference in July.  

 

http://www.ien.idaho.gov/resources/ien_map_consortium.html
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Brady Kraft continues to participate actively in the Internet2 K20 Advisory Council 

(www.internet2.edu/k20/) and Julie Best is chairing the Distance Learning SIG for the Visual 

Communications Industry Group (www.vci-group.org).  

 

We have been working with schools, companies, and other agencies to support the Albertsons 

Foundation’s PTECH grant initiative.   

 

The Idaho Education Network was honored and featured by the National Journal on Innovation.  

Director Teresa Luna has been asked to participate in a policy panel discussion in Washington, D.C. on 

the Idaho Education Network and we will be featured in their special June Innovation Edition. 

 
 

 Opportunities 
 

Fifteen elementary schools around the state of Idaho have been awarded an interactive 

video conference system that has been designed to meet the needs of the elementary 

environment.  The goal of the pilot project is to gather data and feedback from the 

participants in hopes of expanding the IEN into all grade levels.  The following schools 

were awarded systems: 

 

• Barbara Morgan STEM Academy, Meridian 

• Donnelly Elementary School, Donnelly 

• Galileo STEM Academy, Meridian 

• Hayden Meadows Elementary School, Coeur d'Alene 

• Homedale Elementary School, Homedale 

• Idaho Distance Education Academy, Boise 

• North Idaho STEM Charter Academy, Rathdrum 

• Ponderosa Elementary School, Post Falls 

• Ramsey Magnet School of Science, Coeur d'Alene 

• Rulon Ellis Elementary School, Chubbuck 

• Sacajawea Elementary School, Caldwell 

• Snake River Middle School, Blackfoot 

• Star Elementary School, Star 

• Summerwind School of Math and Science, Boise 

• Shadow Butte Elementary, Emmett 

 

The IEN has been working with the Library of Congress to establish a relationship with the Colleges 

of Education to offer pre-service workshops via the IEN on primary source research. 

 

 Website Social Media Outreach 
 
The IEN website (www.ien.idaho.gov) recently went live with an updated look and feel.  The content was 

reorganized for clarity and the site was given IEN branding.  New website additions include interactive 

forms for scheduling events, reporting technical support issues, and requesting training.  Visitors can 

http://www.internet2.edu/k20/
http://www.vci-group.org/
http://www.ien.idaho.gov/
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now use an updated interactive map to quickly find IEN locations and contact information and resources 

have been categorized to help visitors find information quickly.  Other features include a more robust 

media section, a live Twitter feed, and media toolkit. 

 

The IEN continues to use Twitter as the primary social media tool to connect with Ed Tech 

networks and the public.  Currently at 246 followers, the focus is on IEN activities and 

distance learning opportunities.  IEN recently sponsored a virtual field trip for Idaho Arts 

Charter School, where 1st and 2nd graders visited the Alaska SeaLife Center to learn about 

avian habitat.  Their trip was concluded by making the tufted puffins pictured at left. 
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